
 COMPARISON CHART OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS SERVING A POPULATION OF 1,000,000 OR MORE (FY 2011-2012)

USE COUNTS

PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM (STATE) SERVICE 
POPULATION

SERVICE 
AREA 

SQUARE 
MILES

NUMBER OF 
BRANCHES

PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HOURS/ WEEK
HOLDINGS ANNUAL 

CIRCULATION
ELECTRONIC 
CIRCULATION

MATERIALS 
EXPENDITURES

IN-LIBRARY 
MATERIALS USE

REFERENCE 
TRANSACTIONS

LIBRARY 
VISITS

NUMBER OF 
PROGRAMS

PROGRAMS 
ATTENDANCE

VISITS TO 
LIBRARY'S 
WEBSITE

Los Angeles Public Library - [CA] 3,819,702 470 72 3,062.50 6,301,338 15,337,032 1,594,890 $6,823,265 8,291,437 13,821,289 15,665 332,937 114,660,066

New York Public Library - [NY] 3,439,711 128 88 4,003.00 6,738,862 28,278,150 1,516,525 $14,162,352 15,411,500 8,844,199 14,836,179 53,157 1,058,899 32,307,324

County of Los Angeles Public Library - [CA] 3,344,311 3,041 85 3,879.00 6,788,216 16,521,155 16,593 $5,787,157 4,077,099 7,890,611 11,832,995 17,785 495,965 3,914,039

Chicago Public Library - [IL] 2,695,598 234 77 3,816.00 5,691,321 9,771,892 330,055 $8,000,000 10,942,852 4,954 137,362 1,566,485,202

Toronto Public Library - [ON] 2,615,060 244 98 5,269.00 8,158,959 32,032,036 1,073,340 $17,306,562 7,141,558 2,345,564 18,872,588 28,075 769,534 25,951,430

Miami-Dade Public Library System - [FL] 2,554,766 2,419 49 2,414.00 3,916,736 6,150,783 731,922 $1,600,000 1,597,457 2,698,586 6,762,294 11,753 292,110 4,751,062

Brooklyn Public Library - [NY] 2,504,700 71 59 2,616.00 3,669,796 19,254,167 325,103 $8,347,093 412,286 3,186,050 12,024,071 43,355 832,060 6,122,890

Queens Borough Public Library - [NY] 2,230,722 109 61 2,492.13 7,848,604 18,631,911 286,338 $5,896,475 3,305,146 2,928,562 12,681,199 37,177 699,246 7,145,282

Houston Public Library - [TX] 2,099,451 652 41 1,508.00 3,334,712 6,983,475 193,230 $5,078,515 1,681,825 667,546 4,258,742 10,026 189,050 3,007,474

Broward County Libraries Division - [FL] 1,771,099 1,209 38 1,798.00 3,629,557 10,596,732 538,806 $7,395,801 2,206,471 2,767,904 8,749,429 16,889 439,962 8,957,643

Harris County Public Library - [TX] 1,757,728 1,703 26 1,203.00 2,091,142 10,505,490 502,945 $2,748,802 1,448,533 4,880,900 18,181 415,304 4,196,379

San Antonio Public Library - [TX] 1,756,153 1,240 25 1,481.00 2,217,144 7,354,466 377,022 $3,818,478 1,651,951 5,344,016 12,156 285,310 3,594,231

Montréal Public Library - [QC] 1,701,782 130 43 77.00 4,107,961 11,290,038 $6,896,979 2,231,006 858,320 6,610,659 21,257 397,422 2,801,631

Free Library Of Philadelphia - [PA] 1,547,297 135 53 2,037.00 4,310,259 7,503,914 533,303 $5,749,774 117,216 3,185,048 5,954,250 23,817 517,060 6,886,339

Orange County Public Library - [CA] 1,534,312 618 30 1,706.00 2,721,678 6,397,552 978,537 $1,485,295 1,065,005 4,935,190 7,734 192,751 2,760,256

Las Vegas-Clark County Library District - [NV] 1,468,720 7,297 25 1,020.00 2,874,397 13,449,177 276,833 $6,775,482 1,010,719 6,673,789 15,352 579,439 4,478,489

Phoenix Public Library - [AZ] 1,445,632 519 16 824.00 1,790,611 14,069,666 395,292 $5,382,170 1,167,192 4,651,650 6,153 205,122 4,233,950

Hawaii State Public Library System -  [HI] 1,374,810 6,419 49 1,901.00 3,831,015 6,455,509 131,868 $2,882,625 4,494,265 689,909 5,347,164 9,209 253,738 1,432,675

Sacramento Public Library - [CA] 1,373,874 975 27 1,003.31 1,855,435 7,648,145 $3,460,369 222,215 3,894,232 5,997 154,817 4,252,450

San Diego Public Library - [CA] 1,321,315 342 35 1,327.00 5,382,509 7,709,650 162,274 $3,270,799 896,601 1,299,071 5,602,380 11,516 282,316 7,994,287

King County Library System - [WA] 1,318,745 2,028 48 2,860.00 4,542,100 22,063,110 1,345,330 $12,351,566 1,189,787 10,156,339 14,663 434,213 39,800,000

Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System - [FL] 1,236,035 1,072 24 1,433.00 2,316,833 10,206,513 481,664 $5,282,792 2,466,564 4,491,278 11,867 234,292 7,337,515

Dallas Public Library - [TX] 1,223,229 385 28 1,120.00 4,516,623 7,559,007 130,474 $2,282,284 1,276,460 479,348 4,015,308 8,176 267,634 1,651,123

Hennepin County Library - [MN] 1,163,060 611 40 1,911.00 4,750,104 16,656,427 756,395 $6,658,341 838,445 5,392,726 8,686 213,824 21,077,417

Calgary Public Library - [AB] 1,120,225 288 18 1,097.00 2,157,995 17,121,718 628,568 $6,691,200 2,599,192 1,275,196 5,724,008 11,137 315,457 7,741,312

Fairfax County Public Library - [VA] 1,109,325 413 23 1,090.00 2,409,891 13,034,816 8,994,023 798,866 5,246,854 8,934 172,630 4,162,599

Orange County Library System - [FL] 1,102,353 1,000 14 883.00 1,724,999 15,169,395 696,108 $4,653,884 424,749 1,573,436 4,736,186 21,761 289,740 5,364,297

San Diego County Library - [CA] 1,067,521 3,727 33 1,853.00 1,490,791 11,988,559 141,852 $1,696,528 551,304 5,920,891 22,807 504,755 2,694,292


